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ABSTRACT

The research entitled “The Values of the Japanese from Proverbs and the
Japanese Nowadays” aimed to comparatively study traditional values and present
values of the Japanese to find out if the traditional values still persisted or has
already transformed. The results of this research allow Thai people who interact with
the Japanese understand why the Japanese think or behave in a particular way.

1,137 Japanese proverbs found in Z &b &XF—#,82 2 were studied to analyze
traditional values while 624 pieces of news retrieved from Yomiuri, Mainichi and NHK
websites from March 2010 to April 2011 were studied to analyse present values.

The values found from the proverbs could be categorized into 14 main
values with minor values in each one. The result showed that all main values,
except values concerning fate and destiny, were found in the contemporary news as
well.  After comparing the 39 minor values that were found both in proverbs and in
the news, the author found that 28 values remained unchanged, while 5 values had
changed. The other 6 values were found both changed and unchanged. This might
due to the difference of thoughts between the old generation and the new
generation, which should be studied in a further research.
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