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EDICT OF THE LATE KING OF STAM AGAINST THE IN'DRODUCTION AND SALE
OF OPIUM WITMNFHTS‘ DOMINIONS.

WHEREAS the governor of the sacred treasury;, and’direcﬂon im

place of Samuha Phra Kalahom, did receive the sacred royal worda,
placing ‘them om the: tnfﬁ of the hair of hls head § his Haiostyr

did exercise divine compallian, condesconding graciously tozthe

" tuf¥ of the hair of the head, and commanded, saying:--

Prom the time he ascdﬂdbd peaceﬂhlhy to eat: the kingdou, he
“established lLiis divinc mind to protect the divine and hony rerigd
ion bﬂ’Bhddha, and protect the lhhd, overruling the anoi=and \ \
kingly race, both great andlnnarr .and all the officenswwhovspehk
 at the dust of the séles of the fcet, and the plebeians and‘nonb
chants:, His Majesty will have aml seek their living withonw_crine,
and live coolly, being happy henceforward agreeably with his divine
mind, being determined te extend onward in his own perion the race
of‘thongods, he being ond;ved with very much divine exalted mercy
and compassien iowardl;mankind universally, giving hinsolfﬁto eror;
‘eise the sacred and royal thoughtl, porooived that pooplo smoke and'
eat opium, which is a thorn in the bosom of the divine relingion of
BPuddha, giving the lands to bring forth confusion and distress of |
various kindsg hié Majesty perdeived‘that opium is an evil thing;
and contraband in every ieign (land), from time immemorial +ill now.

He therefere formerly condescended graciously to the tuft.ef hair




of the head, yith‘graée to the head, and pronounced a div}no word,
a commandment, giving it to.bo distribnted and-pub;ished abroad,
not‘alloving'any perioh vhatever to buy and aell opium, prepared or
rawgﬂﬁo the iamebvhoae it might, It required ov.rj'iten of opiun to
be brought and delivered over into the n@éred treasury, on the left
band of the throme, until it might be conveyed away from time to
time, and sold in foreign places, It forbade fhat opium -honlﬁ be
kept in villages, houses, ihedu, stalls, boats, or floats, and el-
andestinely sold among,thé peéple. In case of disobedience, it |

. required that, if the transgresser val'takou, his opini should be
brought, and judgment instituted, fining the owner ten times the

.- value of the opiﬂn. The opium fhns,taken_hil Majesty gracioni1y ‘
granted te have taken away and sold in some foreign place. Tho-pricc
obtained fér it, whatever it might be, he graufed to be dednted
ffroi the amount of the fine inflieted upon the ewner of,tho'opiun;
He gave thd Royal servants to form themselves inte companies for
the clearing away of the opium concerns, and inflict punishment by
the fines agreeably with his divih.--ind, to pumish covetous persons
who secrete opium, buying and selling it. He would have them to |
sacrifice their property by th§ amount ef the fines intlicied upoh
the owner of the opium, that if might operate as a reqtraint;
Aecordin;ly; men who regarded the welfare of the land, who were

grateful for the divine favours gf thé'King, the god ﬁnddha who




dvells at the head, br:oug‘ht ’opiu- .nd.denv.'red it over, following
the law, the divine roynl‘c¢nnandnent. There were ihose th vere
wicked, reprobate, cOvetous; greedy, 'in the business 61'bnying and
selling opiun,AMheio continued clandesfinoly to buy'ahd'QQII opium
until certain persons caughtlthon, and inflicted.fines uﬁon theﬁ:

of luchvthére”vore_very'many in many places. This his Majesty has
given to establish companios‘:dr catching and inflictihg fines very
many, for a peried of ten years or more; but still smuggling, rece~
ivin¢ op1nn; and bringing it in aﬁ& selliﬁg it, has inoreased gieat;
1y beyond what it vés formerly, Persons vho.-nok§-and eat opiun_hate“
become véky‘abhndantsand increasing. There is.nd restraint to it-ne
’rorukin‘ it, Therefore the King, the god Buddha bening at the head,
" dees with solicmade exercise his divine mind te silence and cut off
opium, that it shall not be allowed to exist in the land.'Againf
this oﬁiun has no seéd,“no frnit,‘nq‘ltalk or roqtg within the
bounds of the kingdom, This opium all comes frqm foreigh'o6hntri§d.-
If there were no persons to Meceive and buy it, and seek to have it
ceme hither, opium voﬁldldedae to exist ﬁere; and these who have '
become ao@u-toned to smoke and eat it would have none to purchase, |
and th;n they would of_necessify diminish the*quahtity‘ﬁﬁey‘éonsﬁnc,
-noking'leso and less, unfil some could abqtain‘entiiely;‘and those
vho are not ae@nstomad to smoke opium wbuld,not henceforvard become

intimate with and be led together by 6pini-hnoking and“eaéing.




Againi nev at this present time, there,aro.tradorl and merch-
ants in the angelic city of the eialted country, Ovnorﬁ of junks
and smaller craft, thatlgo to trade iﬁ foreign countries, and still
purchase ofinn, and come and smuggle it in, buying and selling one
wvith unotﬁer.'Again to instﬁnce; traders in foreign places, under-
standing that merchants in the angeliec city of the great exalted
country do cl;ndestindlj purchase and lell opium, will obnSeqdently
~ freight with opium, come and secretly trade in it at the extremities
- of the kingdon. There are. othera who receive it, and hoar it from
one to unothor eoming into the eountry; consequently, opium remains
in the land as much as boforo, ‘without any cessation, This business
of u-uggling and clandestinely buying and selling opinn is for money
altegether, The silver and gold of the land consequently gb?- out to
foreign countries in greatvqﬁantities..lt is therefore indispansable
to prohibit this and caule’it to oea-o,.bf‘taking as prisoners those
concernod, causing it to operate as a restraint wvithout fail, For
these reasons, there is issued a divine royal decreo, lpoaking and
commanding the governor of the sacred treasury, dictatoer in the plaoe‘
of the Phra Kalahom, giving him te investigate, seargh out, meet,
and catch the traders and. owners of opiun, and these alse who receive
it, buying and selling on comnission, making sure their persons.

When in- the fourth month of the: year of the Deog, the‘last year

of the cycle of ten, his honour the governor of the sacred treasury,




dictater in the place of the Samuha Kalahom,‘went out to conduct
the fleet to sea, he was made acquainted with a matter, saying fhat
certain Chinese fellows, with two-oared boats, had entered and made
fast thoir‘boata, and.wéro‘selling opium at the place Sam-muk. Fe
cnrri?d the -after up, prostrating himself, and'gddressed the_divino
- royal compassion, 1nfofning him at the dust ef the soles of the
divine feet, _ }

- His tholt& graciously obndeacended to the‘tnfﬁ‘of}the hair of
the head with grace to the head, granting the governor ef the laftial

pdvor‘Kiﬁ;»the governor-commissary Sak-da, te muster soldiers, armed

vith guns, in the prbviﬁco-of Samut ?arakan,-gavo'thqm to go down in -

var-beats, and go ferth following up, until they captured a Chinese
oar-boat, and obtained twenty-three chests of opium,

The Chinese fellow of the boats testified saying, that he put
inte Banlem, and sold eight chests of:npiun to a certain person of
that village. His Majqéty therefore graciously gave the sacred and
exalted angelic Phra Maha Thep to go out and cledr uwﬁy the eoncerh;
they took the Chinese fellovs who'received the opiﬁi purchasing it.
By investigation, they were found te be stationed in many places all
joinod‘togtthor. His Majesty therefore gave the Rbyal:ﬁffieers to
divide themselves aaundof, and go to clear avay the companies of
opium-traders in the order of all the head countries, on the sea-

coast, and in the angelic city of the sacred exalted country, and




all the head countries at the south and nerth, Both Siamese and
Chinese merchants, and dealers very many, d§ 8till bring opium, and
smuggle it in, lay it up, and clandestinely buy and sell it together.
Formerly his Majesty graciéﬁaly gave the Royal servants to establish
cempanies for the clearing awuy'of_the matter, to search out and
:capturo the transgressors with thé'opiun, and bring them to deter-~
mine and inflict fines upon them. Bat these officers were only of
the loverborders of the Rdyalltervanti.'They did not make a finish
éf the vofk of éleaﬁsing away, searching out, and taking the opium,
But nov the King, the divine Buddha, dwelling atnthe head, will
exercise himself to cleénse avey the opium, He therefore condescen-
ding graciously to the tﬁff.of the hair of tho~head, with grace to
the head, lpeﬁki commanding, saying, that ﬁe'now apﬁoiﬁts only the
oacred most excellent princes, and the l?qs noble ministers of étate,
anong whom is that royal beloved Ronnaret, vhich honour is a fre§
gift, and the Governor Badin Decha, who bears also the office of
Samuha Nayok, Tho‘goiérnor of the sacred treﬁiniy, dictator in the
place of fhe-samnha Phra Kalahom, and the superior jﬁdger,*and all

- the officers.wﬂo speak at the dust of the soles of the divine feet-
these all being duly sensible 61 the divine pover and divine favour,
~ aré united harmoniously to aid in protecting the land.

They will aid each other in pretecting the land. They will aid

each other in searching out and cleansing away the opiﬁm 5ulines-,




and taﬁing the ewners of the 0pinn,'and the opium, iakinz a Ooupl;te
finish of it withour fail. If, in clearing avay the cencern, they
take the persons of those who keop opiu-, those persons shall be
accounted oapital criminals, and shall be fined and severely puni-
shed, giving it to operate as an effectual restraint upon them, and
that all other persons may fear and revere the divine royal absolute
pover and iuthority, that henceforward they ;ay not frosnne to buy
and sell opium any more. Obinm being all gone, the thorn in the bes-
om of the land will have been removed entirely,‘at least in one
particilir. Nevertheless, his Majesty does exercise a tender dffe-

~ ctionate regard toward the farmers of the‘revenue-the nastdrs"of‘
the Royal business, merhhaﬁtn and traders generally, who have takbp
shelter in the divine beneficenée, and have found protection in the .
land, trading for a livelihood, and have obtained happiness coming

" to this time, Perhapu, if they have alroady got opium in their
po-lossion, they will fear to bring it and confess, and, from foar
of suffering shame and disgrace, will resolve to conceal it, storing
it away with a heart to contemn the law. Sueh’pquon- cannot escape
justice-they must and shall be scoured out and brought to justiee,
to suffer the diviné royal abselnte power, and be reyafdé&'wifh fhe~
wasting of their property, the ruin of their persons, and the extin-

otion of their name, without any equivalent.




His Majesty the King, the divine Buddha dvelling at the heed,
exercdling sacred exalted'mefcy and compassion very much towards
the plebeians and all the officers of -the land, condescends graci-
ously to the tuft of the hair of the head, with grace te the heads;
he desires to give an opportunity of escape to those who have opium
in their possession, Get them to b;ing their opium, and confess their
sins. Their sin shall then be removed away, together with the fine
which the law infiicts. It is a Royal free gift, the same as in the
year of the Fowl, the ninth year of the cycle of ten (three years -
ege),avhen robbers waxing bold, stole elephante, horses, cattle,

~ and buffaloes, plundering, poisoning, and breaking into houses, and

taking away goods and ohattels) such things were very prevalent, Had

a company been set aparf to take these robbers, they‘vonld certainly
have been taken; and they would have been obliged to eu!!er, some
the loss of life, some whipping and i-prieonnent, acoording to the
law., His Majesty exercised himself, and coneidered that all these
robbers, who were indeed worthy to enf!er, some the losas of life,
some whipping and imprieenment, according to the law,~his Hejeety
wxercised himself, and considered that all these robbers, vhe wvere -
indeed worthy to suffer punishment in this generation'end the gener-
ation to come, were the people and the officers of the land: his

Majesty did therefore graciously condescend to the tuft of the hair




of fhe‘head, with grace to the head, giving‘a‘deoreevtq write and
publish and sound it abroad ﬁo the prople, saying, Whosoever has
acted the robber, has been wicked and vile in time pasty let him

come and confess his sin, revealing the trﬁth to the chief of the
cempany of judges, The companies of robbers, all that kisw themselves,
feared the divine royal absolute power, and came in great numbers,
confo--ing their sins, His M;jgstyigracibusly gave to:set the pune~.
ishment aside as a free gift, #nd vonchsafed that all the justices
and judges should forgive such, and forbade that they should call
thon_to-acconnt;‘Aftérwards his Majesty granted a divine and royal
giftt, a divine #nd_royal commandment and instructioms, giving all

to know fhcnnolves, that they might forsake the wicked works which
they formerly committed,.saying, If any one shall turn himself about,
and follewing the anciént.p:overb,‘luying,v"Tho beginning was érﬁokod,
the end shall be straight,"- thatv-un -hall'oortainly‘obtiin happinesé
in this gohoration, and the one to coné, agreeably with.tht divine
mind, endowed withvsacred‘exalted'neroy and compassion, which will
assist the people, giving them to obtain peéce and happiness hencef-

orvar,.

Now the same shall Te fulfilled in the case of those who have
opium, because formerly they practised pefversely,;aﬂd madly tran-
sgressed, If they shall know themselves to be sinners and fear

transgression, then let them bring their opium, however much or



. 1ittle~let them bring it, and confedd their sin before the faces of
the governbr of curses, the supreme judge, vhom his Majesty has gra-
ciously given to be the chief of the company set apart to recrive
the confessions of the guilty. Whosoever shall bring all his ofiun,
and confees all his sins in sincerity and truth, no matter if he
shall have bought much or little, his Majesty will graciously cond-
escend to the tuft of the hair of the head, with grace to the head,
~ granting a divine‘pardon, a divine free gift, touching his capital
‘sins, and the fine consequent thereupon. These shall not exist in
thb.eale of the person who‘shallchntels‘hil’iins. .

The King, the divine Buddha, who dwells at the head, begs to
prohibit only one thing-viz,, the buying and selling of opium, Let
no ene henceforward trade in it. As to ;apanvood, pepper, rhinoebrosﬁ
and elephants! teetﬁ, and cardamums, which things were formerly con-
‘traband artidles o£ trade, his Majesty nov_graeioﬁsly grants that
‘thoy be made articles of trade in the land, giving to buy and sell
of the same as may be debired.vThoy are not at all prohibited. Even
rice and salt, which are articles for the aﬁstenance of the divine
conntry-ihesg also his Majesty grants to be diniﬁishod for the
purposes of trade: agreeably with the divine mind and will, he will
bave the farmers of the revenie, the masters of the publie business,
and the iorchant- and traders, find protection in the sacred most

excellent bendficence, and acquire property in great aboundance, and




boconelfanous, noble, rising, and will have them obtain beautiful
countries in the futuie, As to 6p1un, it it not an article of trade,
 That it sbould be made such, buying and selling it ome with another,
is by ne means good. His Majesty therefore exercises himsélf to
prohibit it alfogether. He therefore gracionaly’condeiegnding to the
tuft of the hair of the head, give; the good, the royal, heloved
Ronnaret, and the vaernor Badin Decha, filling the station of Samuhs
Nayok, and tha‘governo: of the'sﬁcroa tieasury, dictatior in the place
of Samuha Phra Kal#hom,‘and the supreme.judge, io te the generals of
the band, supported by all the Royal officers, both great and small,
constituting a company to cleanse away the opium in the angelic eiti
of the great exalted country.‘nisfnijesty gracibusly grants #ﬁd
Governor Phra Gatep ("ruler of angeliec forecs™), with the‘vaernor‘
Phra Maha Thep ("the divine exalted angel™), te go out and establish
companies to investigate and clear avay the'opinm'ooneeihs in -the
countries of Pet Cha Bufee, Samut The,Sdng Kram, Sakhon Buree, and
Nakon-cha-see, He gives the exatled Goiernor Ahati-yah, Governor
Wisut Kosa, Cha Mﬁn Chaiya-phon, and Cha Mun Julhamat,'to go forth
‘and consﬁitute‘a company for‘clearing avay the'opium in Bamplasoi,
.Ghaaenngséu prachin, aﬁd Nakhon Nayok. His Majesty graciously grants

a seal (a sealed communication) to go ferth to Governof Yommarat -
(lord of hell), and Governor See Pnpat,‘giviﬁg them to clear away

the opium in the provinces of Song kla, Thélang Phung'Thah, Takua

-




tﬁnng, and Takua pae. His‘Majﬁsty ha§ already graciously given the
Governor of Chai ya to go forth and purity the opium there. It the
companies of opinm-purifiers in the head provincos shall, in their
inqnisitions among the Siamese and Chinese, find owners of opium
vho are leagued with other proprietors in the provinces, then a
sealed letter shall go forth, authorizing the Royal officers to
take such personl, and bring thon in to try and purify them in the
angelic city of the groat exalted conntry. If the companies of opiun-
purifiers in the head provinees shall, while making 1nquiriou. find
ovners of opium who are in league with others, Suamese or Chinese,
in the angelic oity of'the_oxalted country, then 1§t the officers
give information by letter coming in, and those who are thus in
league shall be oon#eyed,—iot to be purified in those head provinces.
His Majesty wili have the Rbynl servants of tho‘companies'of puris
fiers purify and search ont'the»natt;r,fnntil they .shall meet,
reachihg to the.companies of purifiers in the angelic city of the
exalted country, nakiﬁg.a finish of purifying only with the taking .
ef all the opium in the country, If there be any persons residing
‘viﬂhin the suburbs of the angelic city of the exalted country owning
opium, however much or little, let‘then bring all,their opium, and
confess their sins, Whatever.owner of opium will not bring hi- opium
and confess his sin, but secretes the opium, desiring to trade with

it. seeking his living in the buninosl of buying and solling opium,




not foaring'nor'dreading the divine royal absolute power, he shall
be without favour, and‘shall bhave the fruits of wickedness:: let him
beget destruction and annihilation, His Majesty exercises the divine
royal thought, giving to search out amd cleanse away, and take the
persons of those who have opium and try them in fightoousnena strictlys
| he will them give to punish, bringing down ﬁpbn them the divine royal
power and auwthority with tromendons‘weighﬁ.vlt ha be found guilty |
_of death, let his 1ife be taken. Let no peroonq'henooto;ward take
his example to buy'and‘§eil opium in the land, His Hﬁjeafy'appoints
Phys bﬁddnck, the rojal‘wcglthy‘goVornor of the port, and Phya Rong
Mnong‘(govqrnor asgistant sustarnmer of the country), ghd‘Krovaa
phra Nakhon Ban (god protector of tﬁe'divine country), to receive
this proclamation, write, apply. the ieal, and distribute to'oiery
magistrate ¢f the Siamese and Chinese, giving them to ﬁﬁbliuh, '
bloving the voice to the poople of all classes, and merohante and
traders, who are edtahlishedlin fillagel, wooden houses, brick
hou-es,bshod-, stalls, boats, and floats, giviﬁg all to understand

~ without fail, Lef the Maha Tﬁai (ﬁand of pnblio‘se:vnntﬂ)g¢the .
Kalahom (another great_aﬁd kood), Phra Sata Sa dee, write, 1nforﬁ-
ing the Reyal servants, both‘greatjand little persons, on the side
of the soldiers, on the side of occupants of houses,‘ﬁithin tho
divine Royal palace of his Hajesty the King, within the sacred

Royal palace of the late most excellent Seeond King, the seivants




of the lords and of those that are not lords,lthe lords without: and
the lords within, every claés and every lord: masters shall charge
and inform their servants, and people in succession, giving them all
to understand togethef; let there be no exceptioh. |
In obedience to the commandment of his Majesty the King.
Hfittenlfrom Thursday, the sixth month, coming to the sixth
_evening, Chuu-la-sa-ka-rat, 1201 , (the year of the May,) the

first of the cycle of tén years.*
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