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ABSTRACT

The musical traditions of the Lahu ethnic group in southern Thailand remain
insufficiently: studied, particularly in terms of the musical structure, stylistic features, and
cultural transformation within the specific context of the South. The lack of a systematic
cultural music database has led to significant gaps in our understanding of the migration,
distribution, and adaptation of the Lahu people, as well as the influence of emerging
cultural trends on their musical identity. This study applies the principles of ethnomusicology
alongside fieldwork conducted within Lahu communities. The data collection methods
included participant observation, interviews, surveys, and in-depth conversations with
community. members. The collected data were analyzed to develop a comprehensive
understanding of musical culture, the influence of new cultural forces, and the development
of an online database. The findings reveal that the Lahu ethnic group has retained
a strong and distinctive cultural identity encompassing diverse musical knowledge. This
includes both traditional and contemporary instruments, unique vocal styles, and songs
that reflect cultural diversity, especially vocal accents that vary across regions and have
been adapted to fit the Southern context. This study highlights the cultural resilience
of Lahu people in transmitting their musical heritage across generations and contributes
new knowledge to ethnic music studies. The research findings can be used to support the
preservation and promotion of the musical traditions of other ethnic groups as well as the
development of online platforms to facilitate the transmission of musical knowledge to
younger generations. This ensures that the cultural identity of ethnic musical traditions

can thrive sustainably in contemporary society.
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3 B— A 2 1 Al 2 1aes (Major 2nd)
a A—E 7 3% A5 wesina (Perfect 5th)
5 E— F# 2 1 Al 2 1aes (Major 2nd)
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