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ABSTRACT

This study aims to compare the semantic characteristics of Thai and Chinese
proverbs related to body parts, as well as to compare the worldviews of Thai and
Chinese people as reflected in these proverbs. The findings show that, among 2,515
Thai proverbs, 338 proverbs (13.4%) involve body parts, while among 10,500 Chinese
proverbs, 1,182 proverbs (11.3%) are related to body parts. The proportions in the two
languages are relatively similar. Both languages employ major body parts—such as the
heart, head, eyes, face, mouth, and hands—as symbols representing life, thought,
perception, emotion, and behavior. This reflects shared human experiences in which
the body serves as a central basis for meaning construction.

The results further reveal cultural differences in the selection of body parts
and their symbolic interpretation. Thai proverbs tend to use body parts associated with
everyday life and close interpersonal relationships, whereas Chinese proverbs extend
the use of body parts to explain social structure, power, and abstract values. In addition,
the worldviews reflected in the proverbs of both languages display both similarities and
differences. They share common concepts related to the value of life, social order,
cause and effect, learning from experience, moral norms, emotions, cognition, and filial
piety. However, Thai and Chinese proverbs differ in the issues they emphasize, such as
fate, dignity and social status, revenge, values, the evaluation of personality and virtue,
as well as self-regulation and social structure. These differences reflect the distinct

cultural foundations and worldviews of the two societies.
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