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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to 1) explain the relationship between the Thai state and free
economic management through the special economic zone development policy in Chiang
Saen District, Chiang Rai Province, and 2) study the impact of the special economic zone
development policy and options 'in Chiang Saen District, Chiang Rai Province, using the
frameworks of neoliberalism, ordoliberalism, and the state-society relationship. Qualitative
research methods were employed, collecting data from documents, in-depth interviews, and
non-participant observation. The study indicates that even the National Council for Peace and
Order (NCPO) government has absolute power to issue laws and policies to promote special
economic zones, but in practice, it cannot successfully implement these policies. This reflects
a weak state according to the Ordo-liberal concept, which has power but is incapable.

The key finding is that the use of power without mechanisms for participation and
legitimacy from civil society has led to spatial conflict and land and housing insecurity, which
has undermined the potential of special economic zones. This study therefore proposes new
knowledge that the success of special economic zone development policies does not depend
on the level of authoritarianism but on the state's ability to create. The state must strike a
balance between the interests of capital and the needs of society, changing its role from

supporting capital's benefits to regulating economic growth and social justice.
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Name Definition

FTZs (also known as commercial-free zones) are fenced-in, duty-free areas, offering warehousing, storage, and

Free d'rade Zones
distribution facilities for trade, transshipment, and re-export operations.

Export P rocessing. EPZs are industrial estates aimed primarily at foreign markets. They of- fer firms free-trade conditions and a liberal
regulatory environment. There are in general two types of EPZs: one is a comprehensive type, open to all industries;

Ziones
another is a specialized type, only open for certain specialized sectors/products.

Compriehensive Comprehensive SEZs (also called "Multi-functional Economic Zones") are zones of a large size that have with a mix of

Special Economic i , industri vice and urb y operat some cases these zones can en-compass a whole city or

Zones

Industrial Parks

; ! ”
Bonded Areas (abo I&nown-'_as "Booded Warehouses') are specife brild-ings
‘_store_d,_L e nipula ]i, o N 1y und facturing operations without pays
Bonded' A ricas imposed. To some extent, a "bonded area" is similar to a "free trade zone" or "free port
3 u) L} )
is lilza“g "bcﬁ_dod-qp:a" is subject to customs laws and regulations, while a "free tr

provisions. ]

Eco-Industrial Zones

or’ Parks
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