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ABSTRACT

This thesis @ims to study the history of settlement of Chinese Thai people and
Chinese shrines in Kanu Woralaksaburi District, Kamphaeng Phet Province, and to
analyze the roles and relationships between the Chinese shrines and the way of life
of people in the area. The researcher collected data from documents and conducted

fieldwork in 2021-2022 and analyzed the data within a folkloristic framework.

The study found that, according to shrine legends and local narrative stories
from folk scholars, Chinese immigrants began settling in Kanu Woralaksaburi District,
Kamphaeng Phet Province in 1867, during the time of the Opium Wars, and continued
to 1957. There are three Chinese shrines established by Chinese settlers in Kanu
Woralaksaburi District including 1) Chao Phor Hat Cha-om Shrine, with Pun Thao Kong
as the principal deity. Villagers believe this deity arrived from river floating, 2) Chao
Phor Saen Tor Shrine (Hua Guang Dai Di), whose principal deity was invited from
China, and 3) Chao Phor Jom Thong Shrine, with Chao Phor Jom Thong as the
principal deity, who, according to legend, was a military officer traveling from
Kanchanaburi to Tak Province and came to reside in a termite mound where the
shrine was later built. Nowadays, all Chinese shrines in Kanu Woralaksaburi District,
Kamphaeng Phet Province, continue to perform rituals and observe important
traditional practices, including deity processions, spirit possession ceremonies, and

important activities aligned with the Chinese lunar calendar.



Moreover, the research findings show four main roles of Chinese shrines towards
people in Kanu Woralaksaburi District, Kamphaeng Phet Province, which are 1) to
provide spiritual support for the community members, 2) to serve as spaces for the
existence and preservation of traditions and rituals practiced by Chinese-Thais, 3) to
foster relationships among people from diverse cultural backgrounds, and 4) to

contribute local economic development and tourism.
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