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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to investigate the contestation of the meaning of the Thai
nation during the political conflicts of the BE2540-2560 decades. It explores how,

[{

within these political conflicts—considered a “war of movement” between the Thai
state, conservative groups, and opposition movements—there were also intellectual
battles over the definition of the Thai nation. These “wars of position” aimed to
politically legitimize the different movements’ actions. The state and conservative
groups upheld a mainstream definition of the Thai nation, closely tied to the
monarchy, and framed opposition groups as enemies of the nation. This approach
marginalized opposition movements and justified the state’s use of repression.
Meanwhile, opposition groups, particularly the Red Shirt and youth movements that
gained momentum in the BE2560 decade, redefined the nation by centering the
people as its core. This alternative conception of the nation was used to resist the
state. The study of this meaning contestation reveals that the definition of the Thai
nation is not singular, as often assumed, but rather a plurality of interpretations

created to legitimize political aims—whether to preserve existing power relations or

to establish new ones with the state.
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