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ABSTRACT

This thesis aimed to explore the politics within urban and local community
health systems, focusing on the case study of the district health board in Phitsanulok
Province (2018-2022). There were two objectives: 1) To understand the role of the
district health board related to the governmental structure, which led to the
establishment and existence of the urban community health system. 2) To critique
the state's operations by analyzing through the district health board’s activities within
the municipal and sub-district areas of Phitsanulok city municipality and Phrom
Phiram subdistrict municipality from 2018 to 2022. There were three main questions:
1) How were differences or similarities between urban and local community health
systems ‘s establishing form in operational area level? 2) How did the establishment
of the district health board affect the community's health perspective? and 3) What
were the roles of the district health board in the urban and local community health

systems during 2018 to 20227

Findings revealed that: 1) The formation of the district health board shared
same problem that majority of committees were selected from state-sector network
administrators but there were the differences in operational areas because the urban
health system emphasized a centralized command center while the local

community health system relied on personal relationships within its operational



territory to acknowledge basic health awareness. 2) Health-related activities in the
urban health system did not establish the changes in community's health
perspectives because it was temporary and discontinued activities. In the other hand,
the local community health system established the Phrom Phiram House Model
which was a starting point for community health development in the future. And 3)
The roles of district health board's operations within the urban and local community
health systems were only health information promote agent because they lacked of
budgets to support and most of the operations were under the supervision of the

Public Health Office unit only.

This thesis had three original contributions: 1) A study of the district health
board's projects found the hidden authority in two forms: formal power according to
governmental structures and regulations and informal power depended on
personnel capabilities of district's health offices in each area. 2) Urban political
studies in Thai context faced with a centralized Thai state's power dispersion which
made the limitation in diversity of thought and was centralized decision-making
power to the public sector. Therefore, the concept of urban regimes in foreign
contexts, which demonstrated collaborative activities and competition for benefits,
did not establish in the case study area. 3) The use of Antonio Gramsci's political
concepts demonstrated that the 19th-century political ideolosies still had capability
for understanding current politics, particularly in analyzing hegemony and
intellectuals because politics and health still related trough public policy, which the

state controlled the policy making same as the district health board's project.
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