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ABSTRACT

This dissertation concentrates on three objectives that are 1) to study the
water’s roles in Buddhist and Hinduism scriptures, 2) to study water’s roles relating
to Thai tradition and rituals from the history of Thai literature and Thai cultural
encyclopedia and 3) to describe roles and significance of water in Thai rituals as well
as the connectivity of the ideas of water between great tradition and little tradition.
The study applied content analysis approach. Evidences including Buddhist and
Hinduism scriptures, which are the foundation of Thai tradition and rituals, and
historical evidence, literature and Thai cultural encyclopedia which is the database of

royal and folk tradition are selected in this study.

The study found that the roles of water in Thai tradition correspond to the
roles of water in Buddhist and Hinduism scriptures, historical texts, literature and Thai
cultural encyclopedia which are 1) water is a significant component of life 2) water
refers to the fertility 3) water is the deity 4) water is the medium to connect this
worldly to the sacred world 5) water presents the duality which can provide either
goodness or badness. Such the synchronization portrays the flow of idea that
resonates with both the great tradition, which has influences from Buddhism and
Hinduism, and little tradition, which is the ways of agrarians and ancestors.
Accordingly, even though there are differences between royal and folk traditions, the

essence of these practices is synchronized.
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4 He made them flow, the Aditya, the Sustainer: the rivers run
by
Varuna's commandment. These feel no weariness, nor cease from
flowing:
swift have they flown like birds in air around us.

(Rv.2.28.4)

menaunmlunisAIvANtIveInTEITuilies ilins el

unanluAufsganm sumain 5 aneei 62 Wlilunisaadwmsuvely Al

1. BY your high Law firm order is established there where they

loose
for travel Surya's horses.Ten hundred stood together: there | looked
on this
the most marvellous Deities' one chief glory.
2 This, Mitra-Varuna, is your special greatness: floods that
stood
there they with the days attracted. Ye cause to flow all voices of the
cowpen: your single chariotfelly hath rolled hither.
3 O Mitra-Varuna, ye by your greatness, both Kings, have firmly
stablished earth and heaven, Ye caused the cows to stream, the
plants to
flourish, and, scattering swift drops, sent down the rain-flood.
4 Let your well-harnessed horses bear you hither: hitherward
let
them come with reins drawn tightly. A covering cloud of sacred oil
attends
you, and your streams flow to us from days aforetime.
5 To make the lustre wider and more famous, guarding the
sacred

grass with veneration, Ye, Mitra-Varuna, firm, strong, awe-inspiring, are
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seated on a throne amid oblations.
6 With hands that shed no blood, guarding the pious, whom,
Varuni3, ye save amid oblations. Ye Twain, together, Kings of willing
spirit,
uphold dominion based on thousand pillars.
7 Adorned with gold, its columns are of iron. in heaven it
glitters like
a whip for horses; Or stablished on a field deep-spoiled and fruitful.

So may
we share the meath that loads your car-seat.
8 Ye mount your car gold-hued at break of morning, and iron-
pillared when the Sun is setting, And from that place, O Varuna and
Mitra,
behold infinity and limittion.
9 Bountiful guardians of the world! the shelter that is
impenetrable,

strongest, flawless, Aid us with that, O Varuna and Mitra, and when we

long to win may we be victors.

(RV.5.62.1-9)

2.1.1.2 launn
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4 Shedding the ancient fluid he is poured into the cleansing
sieve:
He, thundering, hath produced the Gods.
(Rv.9.42.4)
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10 He, light of sacrifice distils delicious meath, most wealthy,

Father
and begetter of the Gods. He, gladdening, best of Cheerers, juice! hat
Indra loves, enriches with mysterious treasure earth and heaven.
(RV.9.86.10)
1 6 From heaven hath Pavamana made, as ’twere, the
marvellous
thunder, and The lofty light of all mankind.
(RV.9.61.16)
4 Soma flows on for u's as winner of the kine, winner of
thousands,
cars, water, and light, and gold; He whom the Gods have made a
gladdening draught to drink, the drop most sweet to taste, weal-
bringing,

red of hue.

(RV.9.78.4)
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1. I SING a lofty song, for she is mightiest, most divine of
Streams.
Sarasvati will | exalt with hymns and lauds, and, O Vasistha, Heaven
and
Earth.
(RV.7.96.1)
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3 We call them hither with a hymn of olden time, Bhaga, the
friendly Daksa, Mitra, Aditi, Aryaman, Varuna, Soma, the Asvins. May
Sarasvati, auspicious, grant felicity.

(Rv.1.89.3)
4 Hither let Pusan Pavamana come to us, Varuna, Mitra,
bountiful,

of one accord,The Maruts, Asvins, Vayu, and Brhaspati, Savitar, Tvastar,
tractable Sarasvati.

(Rv.9.81.4)

2.1.2 UlugueiATausznaudyeing
2.1.2.1 A159218 U LENUALNNLAN

ilan AeduinseshudrAgnlalunisuseneudunyisves

¢ a v A = 3 P 3 1 @
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a vy ] A H a d' Y & 1
wszdunslaveinlummilusausudilaunniign Tuasiivsesnsuivegsigaseiu wan
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f979AIUIN

9 Come to us; they have called thee Soma-lover: here is the

pressed juice. Drink thereof for rapture. Widely-capacious, pour it
down
within thee, and, invocated, hear us like a Father.
(RV.1.104.9)

7 As friend to aid a friend, Agni dressed quickly three hundred
buffaloes, even as he willed it. And Indra, from man's gift, for Vrtra's
slaughter, drank of at once three lakes of pressed-out Soma.

(RV.5.29.7)
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2 May the joy-giving drops, O Vayu gladden thee, effectual,
well
prepared, directed to the heavens, strong, blent with milk and seeking
heaven;

(RV.1.134.2)

2.1.2.2 WluRBusiesny
fisusuiivsnglusufdganmiulnnglusamaii 10
anagil 85 Mdemnnisaintsudsuszrindlaumniaruegsen S5uaueay 47 funs
Tnewnnisniffiegluisnisiide susszanaiine ndndeidunisvensainuiammds nay
wEAtu wezsn Wimegs wosih Wiehedsvauiilavesguaaulduniuiy ddoni

3N

47 So may the Universal Gods, so may the Waters join our
hearts.
May Matarisvan, Dhatar, and Destri together bind us close.

(Rv.10.85.47)

1 ®al v ag yal v o aal 1
Elfﬂxﬂiﬂ@ TuAuAseRTIWAN lﬁmﬂ'ﬁlsﬂ‘U'ﬂUWﬁﬂ'ﬁLLWN’m

a

dWinduluanAuAsgaam dufe niseruiiliduidian Inedunsutiieidudunsuusnnou

Iaa o
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2.1.3 ﬁﬂugﬂuuméwdmgm?ﬁm
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2 For worthy of obeisance, Gods, are all your names, worthy of
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adoration and of sacrifice. Ye who were born from waters, and from
Aditi,
and from the earth, do ye here listen to my call.

(RV.10.63.2)

2.1.3.2 witha¥mnseusidraslugifiveuarugauanysl
TuduAsgaiam T9eve9 gnag(hymns) nilsmduioves
wii dufle wiihasand e dudsd veswds ged (2533, u. 7) eFuiwth asmmduuii
aeddyresraduielura Inaaunainiftenifiindeudluduaaiinsiaemiu fae
Snunrvesnisinadiuse Sazein Jnhliaesdnsdeiithlvaiuiinarugauauysel s

Junsuuauraswaiunsninissadaduiuwnudnfdnslugalusasnme fdorui

1. THIS stream Sarasvati with fostering current comes forth, our
sure defence, our fort of iron. As on a car, the flood flows on,
surpassing in
majesty and might all other waters.

2 Pure in her course from mountains to the ocean, alone of

streams

Sarasvati hath listened. Thinking of wealth and the great world of
creatures,

she poured for Nahusa her milk and fatness.

3 Friendly to man he grew among the women, a strong young

Steer

amid the Holy Ladies. He gives the fleet steed to our wealthy princes,
and

decks their bodies for success in battle.

(Rv.7.95.1-3)
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9 Let the great Streams come hither with their mighty help,
Sindhu, Sarasvati, and Sarayu with waves.Ye Goddess Floods, ye

Mothers, animating all, promise us water rich in fatness and in balm.

(Rv.10.64.9)

Tunnmail 10 gnazdl 75 Sunsed 5 vosdufsgarmdain
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o
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5 Favour ye this my laud, O Ganga, Yamuna, O Sutudri, Parusni
and Sarasvati: With Asikni, Vitasta, O Marudvrdha, O Arjikiya with
Susoma

hear my call.

(Rv.10.75.5)
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3 Thou castest down, Sarasvati, those who scorned the Gods,

the

brood of every Brsaya skilled in magic arts. Thou hast discovered rivers
for

the tribes of men, and, rich in wealth! made poison flow away from
them.

(Rv.6.61.3)
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