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Title: The Reading of Daily Newspapers by Naresuan University Freshmen,
Academic Year 2012

Researcher:  Mrs. Walulee Bhodhirangsiyakorn
ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were (1) to study the reading of daily newspapers by
Naresuan University freshman, academic year 2012, (2) to study the level of interest in
reading daily newspapers, (3) to study the level of opinions on the good and the bad points
of reading daily newspapers, and (4) to study the level of satisfaction regarding the
newspaper service at Naresuan University Library. The data were collected during February
1-28, 2013. The survey instrument was a guestionnaire which was divided into 5 parts: (1)
general background of the participants, (2) behavior, (3) interest, (4) opinions, and (5)
satisfaction. Cronbach’s coefficient alpha of parts 2-5 was 0.943. Percentage, arithmetic
means, and standard deviations were employed for data analysis. Three hundred and ninety
seven freshmen agreed to participate in this study. The findings revealed the following: (1)
The freshmen were mostly female in the Faculty of Science; (2) They preferred online
newspapers to printed versions, The frequency and time range to read the daily newspapers
was uncertain. They only read one title of a daily newspaper and used between 16 and 30
minutes to do so at their dormitories. They were interested in some specific news and
columns to get updated information. They preferred the printed newspaper version of
Thairath and Daily News, and the Thairath online version to other titles, because of the truth
and update; (3) They were interested in reading the entertainment news, comics, and new
movies advertisements; (4) The significant points affecting them regarding their reading of the
daily newspapers were divided into good and bad: spending their leisure time reading the
daily newspapers was a good point, but the distortion of the truth by the news was the bad
point; and (5) The results indicated they were most satisfied with the newspaper service at
Naresuan University Library, except for the number of tables and chairs available in the

readine area.

Keywords: daily newspapers reading, freshmen, Naresuan University
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