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Abstract

Objective To explore the number and the types of dental utilization, as welt as the
reasons of not going for the utifization, among the elderly in Phitsanulok during one year

(June 2007-May 2008).

Materials and methodsThe study was designed as a cross-sectional survey anc
recruited the samples by a cluster-sampling technique. The older adults were
interviewed using the questionnaire developed specifically for this study. The data were

analyzed by the descriptive and the Chi-square statistics.

Results Only 12.6% (n=17) of the elderly used to go for the dental service utilization. The
educational level was the scle factor significantly relating to the dental service utilization
(p < .08). The dental services most frequently utilized within one year by this study's
elderly were prosthesis or prosthesis with dental restorations (41.2%) and extraction
(41.2%). The main reason of abstaining from the utilization during one year was non-

existence of the oral health problems.

Conclusion ~ The number of the elderty utilizing the dental utilization within this study's
one year is rather low, the main reason of which is the neglect of disease prevention.
Hence, the dental health team ought to develop promotional concepts of the disease

prevention and the self-care of oral health in this target group.

Key words:  dental utilization; elderly; Phitsanulok
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