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ABSTRACT

The dissertation aims to 1) study status of research relating to ritual
treatment in Thai culture, 2) to study the philosophy of ritual treatment in Thai
culture from the three-dimensional folkloristic perspective, and 3) to study the
philosophy of ritual treatment from the perennial philosophy. Previous studies and
research evidences about ritual treatment in 30 years (1987 - 2017AD) were collected

and synthesized.

The findings indicate that 1) according to the status of the research about
ritual treatment in 15 years (1987 — 2002AD), it highlighted the analysis of prayers
(bot suat) and chants (khatha) of ritual therapy as forms of literature. Their
structures, contents and languages were mainly analyzed. Then, in 2002-2007, the
research covered fieldwork in local areas by focusing the ritual’s components and
contexts. In 2008 - 2017, theories of folklore, psychology, philosophy and religion
were applied as the framework. 2) According to the three-dimensional folkloristic
perspective, the study found that ritual treatment was considered as folkloristic data
which was called folk medicine. It is transmitted from generation to generation. The
components of ritual treatment consist of local ritual practitioners who are
charismatic. They perform “ritual” in order to connect thisworldly and otherworldly
and also ask for the transcendental power to relieve unidentified illness. 3) According
to the perennial philosophy perspective, it found that ritual treatment also appeared
in other cultures, apart from Thai-Tai people. It was in both great tradition and little

tradition. The universality of philosophy is mainly about causes of disease and the
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