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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study semiotic ideologies in 48 marching songs of
Thai high schools, including 2 main purposes of this research: 1) examining signs in the
lyrics based on semiotics theory (Peirce, 1902) and 2) examining hidden ideologies of

the signs based on ideology theory (van Dijk, 2000, 2006).

In the lyrics of the marching songs, 86 signs were found. Symbols were found
more than icons and indexes. In addition, the signs were able to divided into 6 types,
including 1) color terms, 2) school emblems, 3) flags, 4) blood, 5) religious

objects/places and 6) other objects.

Besides, it was repeatedly found these 2 main sets of hidden ideologies in
the signs, which were 1) being sood and desirable students and 2) being proud of their
own high schools. The ideology of being good and desirable students had 8 sets of
idea, including 1) harmony, 2) discipline and perseverance, 3) obligingness and manner,
4) femininity and masculinity, 5) excellence in academics and sports, 6) pride of their
hometowns, 7) importance of nation, religion and the king and 8) gratitude. Finally, the
ideology of being proud of the schools included 3 sets of idea which were 1) showing
appreciation and adoration of the schools, 2) roles of the schools and 3) maintaining

the schools’ reputation.
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