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Abstract

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), a common disorder in children, is
best treated with medication and behavioral modification. Currently, parents are prejudice
against medical examinations for children, which causes a delay in the treatment of ADHD.
This paper was to research the association between age of initial treatment and outcome
of treatment in children with ADHD. This was a retrospective study conducted by having
parents with children between 4 - 12 years of age fill out a questionnaire regarding the
outcome of their child’s treatment. Educational, behavioral, and emotional performance
were the three categories analyzed. The largest group of participants was the 1st-3rd grade
group, comprising 59% of the total participates surveyed. Treatment results showed
improvement in all three education level groups in all three analyzed categories. The
greatest improvement in educational performance was in the 1st-3rd grade group (Mean
3.82+0.70). The greatest improvement in behavioral and emotional performance was in the
preschool group (Mean 3.75+0.72 and 3.81+0.66 respectively). The multivariate analysis
results show girls have the better outcome with an AOR of 2.47 compared to boys. The
children receiving treatment prior to the second grade had better treatment results with an
AOR 2.16 compared to the children receiving treatment in the third and later grades. In
conclusion, the results trend towards improved outcome of treatment for children treated

at a younger age.
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