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Abstract

Opisthrochiasis caused by O. viverini is a major problem of parasitic diseases in public
health of North and North-east regions of Thailand. This disease is associated with consuming
uncooked cyprinoid fish which are infected with infective stage metacercariae of the O. viverini.
According to recent studies, Sukhothai, Tak and Uthai Thani provinces have reported the
prevalence of O. viverini infection as 5.5%, 3.6% and 2.1%, respectively. Migrants from the
north-east regions of Thailand have higher infection rates than native or local people of those
provinces. Therefore, information concerning the infective stage metacercarial infection in
cyprinoid fishes in communities in risk of endemic, may be essential for prevention and control
of opisthrochiasis. In this study, a cross-sectional study was conducted on 2,010 fish, from 15
different species. The fish were collected from 11 different water sources from high risk areas
for O. viverini, in Sukhothai, Tak and Uthai Thani provinces, during September-November 2018.
The cyprinoid fishes were distributed among those of 3 provinces of the high risk areas. The
metacercariae of O. viverini were found in 8 species of cyprinoid fishes, and found only in
Sukhothai province. These results suggested that further develop, prevention, and control
strategy of opisthrochiasis, is needed in the high risk areas of Sukhothai province.and North-

east regions of Thailand. -

Keywords: Liver fluke, Cyprinid fish, Opisthorchiasis, Sukhothai
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