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ABSTRACT

Naming has been continuously developed from the past to the present and has evolved
into a variety of patterns. In many cultures naming is not only important because
every individual needs to have a name but also to have helpful names or names with a
good sound. The basic goal of naming is to provide a good fortune and progress
during life. Thai parents always try to choose names which they feel will bring good
Juck to their offsprings and to the family. Three methodologies of Thai naming use
Thai astrology, a new numeric methodology, or traditional calendar. The principal
naming using Thai astrology is widely used since former times as it involves the
birthday in order to form the name.

In this research we propose an improvement of a web-based Thai name checking
system based on the value of a statistical model proposed by Kanokkarn and Chakkrit
(Kanokkarn and Chakkrit, 2006a) (Chakkrit and Kanokkarn, 2007a). The new
approach uses the concept of a statistical ontology to help in defining a group of
statistical values and to improve the reliability of Thai name checking. Furthermore,
we present the improvement of Thai name checking system which is tested with a
database of 11,658 student names of Naresuan University.
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An Analysis of Thai Names using Name Checking System with Clustering Based

on Statistical Values

Kanokkarn Namahoot and Chakkrit Snae*
Department of compulter Science and Information Technology

Naresuan University, Phitsanulok, 65000, Thailand

Naming has been continuously developed from the past to the present and has evolved into a
variety of patterns. In many cullures naming is not only important because every individual needs to have
a name but have helpful names or names with a good sound. Thai parent always try to choose names
which they feel will bring good luck to their offsprings and to the family. The choice of appropriate names
bases on the rules of available leiters that can influence the destiny of the individuals as described in
principal naming using Thai astrology.

In this paper we propose a web-based Thai name checking system which uses ihe Thai
astrology naming concepl and clustering techniques based on a statistical model ang probability to
check and analyze how good names in the Thai cullural environment with respect to fortune and sound
are. The system is developed to help analyzing recent Thai naming habits and the naming conventions in
the past 20 years. . 7

The system was implemented and designed‘us_ing_a rapid prototyping approach. Written
specifications were‘implemena-ec-! ahd rough prototypes were assessed. Evolutionary prototyping will also
be used in the user interface design, which is based on the idea of developing an initial implementation
of a simple command subset and refining through many stages until an adequate system and final
implementation will be developed. This process will include the use of iterative enhancement techniques
and iterative procedure development, which underwent several iterations between prototyping and user
testing before final implementation.

We concentrate on the analysis of how names have been adopled as “good names”, how
much they followed the concept of Thai astrology and whether or not they contain letters out of the
misfortune attribute set, In this research the Thai name checking system is tested with a database of
3,000 student names of Nakhon Sawan province, Thailand. From the testing and analysis we find that
most of the students (approximately 67%) in Nakhon Sawan province have good names. Therefore, we
can conclude that most parents are concerned with Thai naming and choose good names for their

children.

Keywords- Thai naming system, statistical model, clustering, probability

*Corresponding author. Tel.: 0-5526-1000 ext 3223: Fax 0-5526-1025
E-mail: chakkrits@nu.ac.th
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