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Abstract

The Royal Thai Govemnment tends to control all groundwater use. In 1978, groundwater zone was defined only in
Bangkok and its vicinity at below 15 m. In 1994, additional groundwater zones were located outside Bangkek and its vicinity at 20
and 30 m. Since 2012, the groundwater zone has become a single control zone at below 15 m. What will happen to paddy farmers
if the government controls all groundwater? An objective of this study was to analyze impacts on paddy farmers if the govemment
changes Section 3 second paragraph in the Groundwater Act of 1977 to control all the groundwater. Method used was to analyze,
criticize, and predict impacts on socio-economics of paddy farmers and overall view of Thailand. Results show that charging
groundwater fee will be impossible. Farmers will react by ignoring the rule of law, protesting the govemment, taking no action-no
escape-no pay, and voting no on the party that supports the law. Shallow-well groundwater resources may be disappeared and
rebom. Corruption may occur because of a lack of governmental officials, selective law enforcement, or cheating. Groundwater board
should listen to pre~ and post-impacts. Farmers should participate in the law editing process or even law rejection. The analysis may
be wrong if the government uses strong policy, groundwater disappears, govemment overuses groundwater for drought, rice price is
too low, and educational reform succeeds beyond expectation. Changing Thai society can reduce paddy fields so that the shallow-

well groundwater will not be used and the groundwater law will not be needed.

Keywords: Shallow-Well Groundwater, Groundwater Act of 1977, Paddy Farmer, Public Policy
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