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2. wnasiisafuniasauaianduti
2.1 Yizdannuduivsuaionuaianiud

First, some nomenclature: there are over 100 different types of traditional
African thumb pianos, and mbira, kalimba, sansa, and karimba are among them. In 1954
Hugh Tracey chose one of those names, kalimba, for the version of the instrument he
would soon ship arcund the world. In 1961, he also wrote an article, “The Case for the
Name Mbira®, suggesting that we use mbira as a generic name for any traditional African
thumb piano. Today, outside of Africa, kalimba is also used generically for any non-
traditional thumb piano.

The first European to record seeing the mbira was Portuguese explorer and
missionary Father Dos Santos who was in present-day Mozambique in1586. He
documented the playing of the 9-note iron-tined instrument he called "ambira”. The
players would grow their thumb nails long to play, and the instrument produced a
*sweet and gentle harmony of accordant sounds”. As these instruments were not very
loud, they were generally played in the king's palace.

By the way, Andrew Tracey believes he knows the notes this 9-note kalimba was tuned
to.

AN ANCIENT BEGINNING By 1586 when Father Dos Santos documented the
kalimba, it was already an ancient musical instrument. Gerhard Kubik, in his 1998
book Kalimba, Nsansi, Mbira: Lamellophone in Afrika, makes the case for the kalimba
being invented twice in Africa; The first kalimbas were made about 3000 years ago in
west Africa around present day Cameroon, created completely of plant materials such
as bamboo. Then around 1300 years ago, when the Iron Age reached the Zambezi
valley in southeastern Africa, someone got the bright idea to make kalimba tines out

of metal. (kalimba magic, 2005, p2)
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