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Abstract

Research Project: CONSTITUTIONALISM IN CONSTITUTION OF THE KINGDOM OF THAILAND

Author : JUKKRIT SATHAPANASIRI

This research paper intends to study and analyze the concept of Constitutionalism in the
Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2550 by comparing the present Constitution with
the previous Constitutions of the country. The goal of the study is to clarify the constitutionalism
concept in the past of Thailand.

The study found that the concept of constitutionalism as appeared in previous Thai
Constitutions has never been constant and varied from one level to another. The Constitution of
the Kingdom of Thailand BE 2540 is considered as the most supportive document fo the
constitutionalism concept. But the B.E. 2540 Constitution exhibited a disproportion between the
intention to create a stable government and the review mechanisms for the government’s exercise
of power: the government was given much stability, but the mechanism was inefficiency.

However, following the adoption of the Constitution of B.E. 2550, the review
mechanisms for the exercise of administrative power became very effective, whereas the stability
of the government was much undermined. This disproportionate treatment, thus, contributed fto

the imbalance in the conceptualization of Constitutionalism in this constitution too.

Keywords : constitutionalism / stability of the government / The Constitution of the Kingdom of

Thailand B.E. 2550
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* Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany, Article 1 [Human dignity]
(1) Human dignity shall be inviolable. To respect and protect it shall be the duty of all state authority.

(2) The German people therefore acknowledge inviolable and inalienable human rights as the basis of

every community, of peace and of justice in the world.
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Abstract

This research paper intends to study and analyze the concept of Constitutionalism in the
Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2550 by comparing the present Constitution with
the previous Constitutions of the country. The goal of the study is to clarify the constitutionalism
concept in the past of Thailand.

The study found that the concept’ of constitutionalism as appeared in previous Thai
Constitutions has never been constant and varied from one level to another. The Constitution of
the Kingdom of Thailand BE 2540 1s considered as the most supportive document to the
constitutionalism concept. But the B.E. 2540 Constitution exhibited a disproportion between the
intention to create a stable government and the review mechanisms for the government’s exercise
of power: the government was given much stability, but the mechanism was inefficiency.

However, following the adoption of the Constitution of B.E. 2550, the review
mechanisms for the exercise of administrative power became very effective, whereas the stability
of the government was much undermined. This disproportionate treatment, thus, contributed to

the imbalance in the conceptualization of Constitutionalism in this constitution too.

Keywords : constitutionalism / stability of the government / The Constitution of the Kingdom of

Thailand B.E. 2550
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