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ABSTRACT

The objective of this thesis research was to study the history of Chao Pho
Mokkhala at Ban Huai Plakong, Khanechue Sub-district, Mae Ramat District, Tak
Province, - to uncover the beliefs and rituals surrounding him and to describe his role
regarding the villagers. Documents and field data were collected during the period

2019-2020.

This historical study found one version on Chao Pho Mokkhala’s history in
Ban Huai PlaKong and three version from that point forward: version covering his
history in Tha-song-yang District, Mae-La Sub-district Administrative Organization and
Myanmar. The four version confirmed each other, all relating a single story, i.e. that he
was a holy man living alone on Lewa mountain, responsible for taking care of the

people in that area.

The rituals worshipping Chao Pho Mokkhala were performed in three ways:
1) annual worship ritual by the Huai Plakong villagers; 2) worshipping by the Huai
PlaKong villagers who had transgressed community customs, and 3) worshipping by
merchants who had obtained forest concessions in order to show their respect for
Chao Pho Mokkhala. However, since there was no one to continue leading these rituals

at a certain point, as well as the influence of Christianity and the social changes that



were taking place, those rituals faded away. Then, in 2012, the villagers of Ban Huai
PlaKong began to revive those practices, simplifying them to coincide with the current

social context.

The roles of Chao Pho Mokkhala included four aspects; 1) assist, protect and
take care of the villagers, serve as a guardian of the community; 2) be the person to
confirm the importance of the rituals and their origin; 3) be the person responsible for

overseeing local behavior; and 4) promote the community economy and tourism.
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